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faoe^  otic  return,  it  was  clearly  removed 
by  theVtifeer.  hesides,  the  ins[>€ctor8  them- 
seives,  made  oath,  that  the  balkyta  had  ao» 
t^il^  been  given  for  Henry  FeUofvs^  Alt 
this  the  clerk  well  knew  ;  and  he  knew  al- 
s^  the  opinion  Judge  Sj^encer  had  given  In 
the  Otsego  case  mentioned  above.  But— 
itjl^as  been  discovered,  before  the  oerlifi- 
cates  of  election  were  cielivered,  that  if  fib*. 
Fellows  should  receive  the  certificate  to 
which  he  was  so  clearly  entitled,  the  house 
w’ould  be  exactly  divided.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  certificate  was  delivereil  !• 
Mr,  Allots  tlie  democratic  comt^elitor  of 
Mr,  Fellows  ;  and  to  clay  it  was  found,  that 
Mr.  Allen  had  actually  airived  ki  thiscrily; 
and  intended  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  *n 
cuuircH  of  appointment;  although  he  well 
knew,  that  people  (concerning  whose  sab¬ 
ered  voice,  these  democrats  jweach  so  in¬ 
cessantly)  had  not  chosen  h/m,  but  anotiur. 
It  will  at  once  strike  every  man,  that  if  the 
choice  of  the  cu^uncil  should  turjt  on  this 
man’s  vote,  and  you  will  presently  sec  it 
may,  the  electcnl  ccjimcil  would  tic  mere 
rsuRPERs:  coming  into  power,  not  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  but  by  the  false,  fraud¬ 
ulent,  corrupt,  and  wickeil  certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  tl>e  county  of  Ontario. 

This  false  retnrn  of  course  made  64  de- 
raocatic,  and  62  federal  memheps.  But  Mr. 
M’CJeary  cf  Niagara  is  dead,  and  Mr.  Ffeh 
of  Kings,  is  at  the  southward,  on  accoonf  of 
extreme  ill  health.  So  that  after  all,  the  de¬ 
mocrats  had  no  more  members  to  bring  hito 
the  House,  Allen  and  all,  than  the  fwleral- 
ists  had;  but  if,  of  the  members  who  could 
attend,  only  t  hose  .duly  elected  sbowW  vote, 
there  would  be  a’  federal  majority  of  Iwo, 

It  will  be’perceivcd  from  the  almve  view^ 
that  the  state  is  in  danger  of  being  syltfccted 
to  usurpers^  who  endeavour  to  arrive  at 
power  by  means  of  fraud  am!  corruption. 
How  im}>eriou8ly  every  virtuous  man  is 
iKiund  to  resist  so  flagtlkms  an  invasion  of 
the  sacred  rights  of  a  free  people,  can  need 
no  comment. 

With  this  preface  I  proceed  to  state  the 
events  of  the  day. 

k  was  understood  that  all  the  democratic 
members,  except  M’Cleary  and  Fish,  tmi 
including  Allen,  were  in  town,  being  in  all 
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Albany^  'Hiesday  evening y  Jan,  30. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  law,  for  the 
ij^rliag  of  the  Lt'gislaiure,  the  Senate 
formed  a  quoruniy  and  were  ready  to  pro- 
ceed  (0  business;  but  no  quorum  apiieared  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  Assembly,  although 
nearly  ail  the  membeFS  were  in  town;  only 
50  members  a|>peared  ia  tbe  house;  an  ex> 
planution  may  not  t>e  uninteresting. 

The  House  consists  of  one  hundred  und 
tmnty-six  mnnbers.  The  last  election  pro¬ 
duced  the  unprecedented  result  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  an  ezaefiy  equal  number  of  members 
of  the  two  political  parties,  63  and  03.  lu 
the  course  of  tbe  ojieratioas,  of  so  complex 
a  system,  as  that  which  regi^  I  ales  our  elec¬ 
tions,  inaccuracies  must  ocoasi^dally  ha{>- 
pen.  The  principles  (f  true  repuolicaaism 
would  lead  true  repuldicans,  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible,  to  make  the  prescriijed  forms  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  real,  cer¬ 
tainly  the  plain  will  of  the  people.  How 
the  pretended  republicans  of  tiiis  degraded 
state,  have  observed  and  followed  this 
obvious  principle,  will  now  be  satisfactorily 
detailed.  ^ 

In  the  county  otO/srgo,  fur  instance,  the 
insp  dors  of  a  town  made  a  return,  that 
William 'Campbell  had  a  certain  numnerof 
votes ;  but  they  had  spelled  his  name  iVm. 
Judge  Spencer  was  then  in  the  county, 
and  application  being  made  to  him,  wliether 
the  vot^s  returned  for  “  IVm.  Campbelf'^ 
{should  be  counted  Aviili  tliose  which  were 
returned  for  “  IViUiam  Coifipbell,^^  at  full 
jUingth,  the  Judge  was  clearly  ol  opinion 
t^at  they  ought ;  and  the  clerk  of  tliat  coun- 
leave  a  certificate  accordingly.  ^ 

In  the  county  of  Ontario,  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  in  one  town  were  actually  giv¬ 
en  for  Henry  Fellows,  The  inspectors  are 
by  law  directed  to  file  one  copy  of  their  re¬ 
turn  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  thetor&n, 
and  another  in  that  of  the  clerk  of  the  cown- , 
ly*  The  reason  is  obvious :  if  a  mistake ; 
be  made  in  one,  it  may  be  rectified  by  the 
other.  The  return  sent  to  the  county  clerk 
gave  the  votes  to  “  Hen,  Fellows  that  sent 
lothe  town  clerk,  to  Hmrt^  Fellows.  Tbe 
two  returns  were  Ijoth  of  record^  and  there- 
f<ve  if  there  could  exbt  a  doubt  upon  the 
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Of  the  federalists,  being  according  to  rc- 
62,  according  to  the  election,  03,  tiiere 
bi*d  arrive<l  only  00;  the  otht#j^w2y„AIr. 
Governeur  Ogden, of  St.  Laurence,  and  JVTr. 
Hall  of  Madison,  \^ere  hourly  expected. 
The  democrats  could  not  make  a  quorum 
without  the  federalists,  and  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  the  federalists,  came  to  a  reso¬ 
lution  not  to  go  into  the  House,  to  (lay,  that 
they  might  give  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr,  Viall, 
cliaiice  to  arrive,  and  the  puhiic  there¬ 
by,  the  power  of  being  heard  and  obeyed. 
The  House  of  course  was  not  organized. 

I  am  extremely  ha’>py  to  add,  that  Mr. 
JSeUl  arrived  this  afternoon,  Hut  there  is 
not  a  syllable  yet  known  of  Mr,  Ogden. 

It  is  very  uncertain  whether  a  quorum 
■will  assemble  to-moryow.  If  there  sliould. 
there  wHI  be  in  (he  House,  62  demecrafic, 
and  61  feileral  members.  If  Mr,  Ogden  does 
not  ai/ive,  and  if  the  usurper,  is  a'1o\\e<l  to 
vote  in  the  choice  of  council,  the  democrats 
xvill  succeed  by  a  majority  of  oue.  If  Mr. 
Qgdcn  does  arrive,  the  votes  will  he  equal. 
If  the  Usritimale'^  member,  Mr.  Fellows.  ' 
ihould  first  get  his  seat,  the  federalists  w  ill 
elect  a  council  hy  a  majority  on\  allhoiigh 
Mr.  Ogden  does  not  arrive;  and  if  he  doe^ 
arrive,  by  a  majority  of  two.  In  one  word, 
if  the  voice  of  ilie  pe  ple  f»revai!8.  federalis*^ 
Vrill  prevail :  and  if  usurpatioft  can  he  sus¬ 
tained,  Democracy  will  triumph.  If  then 
be  one,  one  single,  solitary,  honest  democrai 
In  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  people  ma* 
he  preserved.  We  await  the  issue  with 
great  anxiety. 

It  has  been  sometime  known  in  New- 
York,  that  Mr.  Miller  of  West  Chester, 
had  been  very  dangerously  ill.  Those, 
however,  wl  o  were  so  much  in  love  with 
power,  as*  to  be  willing  to  tske  it  from  the 
people  hy  force,  are  not  the  sort  of  gentry 
from  whom  much  humanity  and  tenderness- 
could  he  expected.  And  it  appears  ac¬ 
cordingly,  that  poor  Mr.  Miller  has  ben 
draggl'd  along  the  road,  inclement  as  th* 
saasOn  is;  a n<l  although  he  absolutely  gave 
out  at  Oferemont,  about  fifty  miles  belov 
this,  and  was  put  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Dvo^ieoA.;  yet,  they'  have  contrived  to 
urge  him  alonsr,  and  he  is  now,  at  lengfl 
here,  under  the  care  of  Dr,  Steams ;  hu; 
BO  iinwrll,  ns  to  have  beep  to  day,  unable 
utterly,  to  go  up  to  the  house.  1  hope  and 
pray,  most  sincerely,  that  the  peojde’s  li 
hertlef,  and  poor  Miller’s  life,  may  not  hotl 
hesacrificfd  to  lawdess  ambitipn. 

There  was  lait  evening,  a  friendly  and 


confidential  meeting  of  (he  federalisti  iu 
this  city,  consisting  of  niembcis  of  the  leg¬ 
islature,  and  otl.ers.  .\inong  those  who 
ad.drtssed  this  meeting,  was  IF.  Rod- 

cliff,  K  sq,  1  am  hap[>y  to  inform  you,  that 
he  proveil  himself  worthy  of  the  high  con¬ 
fidence.  which  those  who  knew  the  purity 
of  his  integrity,  and  the  clearness  of  his 
understanding,  have  always  reposed  iuhira. 

In  the  course  of  his  athlress,  Mr,  R.  des¬ 
canted  most  feelingly  and  im[)re8siv  cly,  on 
the  impossibility  of  M’s  serving  in  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  appointment,  if  elected,  which  hhrt 
of  course  been  intendetl.  He  spoke  ako. 
and  very  forcibly,  of  the  wexpcdu-ncy  ef 
having  a  federal  council  at  this  particular 
crisis  ;  and  for  these  reasons,  on  which  he 
j  dwelt  with  great  force,  perarpiorUy  relustd 
I  an  election.  Th«re  l:eing  no  other  fidcr- 
i^dist  in  the  southern  or  vestern  district, 
the  federalists,  if  they  succeed  at  all,  will 
l>e  compelled  to  ehet  two  of  their  own 
I  party,  and  two  of  the  opposite  party.  If 
rids  should  happen  to  be  the  case,  the  ecun- 
cil  w  ill  not  be  able  to  proceed  to  make  fe¬ 
deral  apftointuients,  until  after  ihe^f  elect 
their  irovernor,  next  spring.  And  of  this  we 
shall  have  a  much  I  eller  hope,  if  our  people 
in  the  different  counties,  instead  of  spend¬ 
ing  the  winter  in  pursuit  of  office  here,  will 
exert  themselves  actively  at  home. 

To  my  utter  aslonishpient  and  discern- 
fitiire,  I  find,  that  it  is  ically,  and  truly, 
and  seric'usly  intended  to  nr«ke  Tompkins, 
•’resident.  And  it  would  actralJy  seem, 
that  the  democratic  leaders  here,  mean  to 
shake  otf  the  Virginia  yoke.  1  am  given  to 
understand  that  jwr/fic  Spencer  especially,  is 
‘  ent  on  this  purpose.  If  he  is,  Virginia 
has  indeed  cause  to  tremble  ;  for  as  a  faithini 
J(»urnalist,  1  feel  hound  to  ailmil,  that  judge 
Spencer,  whatever  else  he  may  be,  is  me 
questionably  a  powerful  politician.  On  Itw 
interestinc  topic,  I  may  say  more  herenllcr. 

Jtidge  Yates  will  be  the  democratic  caii- 
dulate  for  Governor.  This  gentleman,  it 
will  he  recollected,  headeil  the  list  of  pro 
s’^dential  electors  of  New-Yoik,  who  voted 
three  years  ago  for  Mr,  De  Witt  Clinlou. 
Whatever  misundcirst endings  existed  ho 
tween  him  and  Mr.  Spenetr,  at  that  tin\c, 
md  on  that  acrouni.  Judge  Spencer  is  cn 
rirely  satisfied  with  him,  now  I  ^'he  truth 
is,  there  is  something  grand,  as  well  as  dar¬ 
ing,  in  his  o])eratk>n8.  By  pushing  n'omp- 
kins  for  the  presidency,  lie  may  rslahlish 
his  irflnence  at  Washington,  and,  hy  elect¬ 
ing  Yates  here,  cepUnue  to  command  NfV 
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York.  In  the  mean  time  De  Witt  Clioton, 
and  the  Clintonian  party,  fall  of  themselves. 
These  are  unquestionably  his  objects. 

All  this,  to  be  sure,  might  be  prevented, 
if  honest  incn  would  consent  to  see  (he  truth 
betimes,  and  oaX  accordingly.  Perhaps 
THEY  WILL  ! 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  the  House  of  RcpresetUatives 

of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
24th,  1  transmit  two  letters  from  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  Spain,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  his 
answer. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
January  2Qlh,  1816. 

Translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
Spain  to  the  Secretary  of  States  dated  Wash¬ 
ington^  December  30,  1815. 

Sir — The  diplomatic  relations  between  | 
tlie  kinj;  ray  master  and  the  United  States, 
being  hap|)ily  restored,  and  both  govern¬ 
ments  being  disposed,  mutually  to  strength¬ 
en  the  ties  of  the  most  pure  and  perfect 
friendship,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  whatever  may  contribute  to  so  de¬ 
sirable  an  object ;  and  remove  the  obstacles 
which  may  prevent  it.  On  the  im|K)rtant 
|K>iiits,  on  which  this  note  must  turn,  I  have 
written  to  you  under  other  circumstances 
less  favourable  than  the  present.  I  will 
now  conhne  myself  to  a  plain  and  simple 
explanatloH  of  theoL 

The  first  of  these  points  is;  that  the  di¬ 
rect  and  official  relations  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States,  having  been  broken 
off,  since  the  year  1808,  the  affairs  of  both 
nations,  as  well  as  their  respective  frontiers, 
should  now  be  placed  in  the  same  state  and 
situation  in  which  they  were  at  that  pe¬ 
riod;  and  that  in  conformity  to  this  princi¬ 
ple,  the  P'irt  of  West-Florida,  which  the 
United  States  took  possession  of  during  the 
gloriotis  insurrection  of  Spain,  and  have  re 
tained  until  this  da}",  should  be  restored  to 
his  catholic  majesty.  This  just  and  conci¬ 
liatory  measure,  at  the  same  time  that  it  will 
convince  the  king,  rny  master,  of  the  purity 
and  sincerity  of  the  sentimen's  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government,  and  of  their  dis!)osition 
to  arrange  and  terminate,  amicably,  the  se¬ 
veral  points  of  negotiation,  will  not,  in  the 
least,  impair  the  right  which  it  mav  believe 
it  has  to  the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  territo- 
ly  occupied,  since  it  will*  remain  subject, 


exactly  as  it  was  before  its  occupation,  to 
a  frank  and  friendly  dUcussioa  bet  ween  the 
two.governraents. 

The  second  point,  is  as  simple  and  obvi¬ 
ous  as  the  brst,and  1  will  treat  of  it  with 
that  confidence,  with  which  i  ought  to  be 
inspired,  by  the  indisputable  justice  of  iny 
importunity,  the  justificatiou  of  ihe  Ameri- 
cau  government,  and  the  importance  of  the 
affair. 

It  is  known  to  you,  and  is  universally 
public  and  notorious,  that  a  factious  hand  of 
insurgents  and  incendiaries,  continue  with 
imfiuuity,  in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and 
especially  in  New-Orleans  tind  Nalcheto- 
dies,  the  uninterrupted  system  of  raising 
and  arming  troops,  to  light  the  flame  of  re¬ 
volution  in  the  kingdom  of  iNew  Spjiiii,  and 
to  rob  the  jiacific  inhabitants  of  the  tlonii- 
nions  of  the  king,  my  master.  'Fhe  inva¬ 
sion  of  the  internal  provinces,  the  horrilde 
assassinations  committed  in  San  Antonia 
de  Bexar,  and  tire  names  of  the  perfidious 
perpetrators  of  such  unheard  of  crimes,  have 
acquired  the  pui dicity,  which  great  crimes 
always"  will  acquire.  All  Louisiana  lias 
witnessed  these  armaments;  ihe  public  en¬ 
listments  (los  engeauchiie  pu'jiic*)s )  the 
transportation  of  arms;  the  jiiuctioii  of  the 
insurgents,  and  their  hostile  and  warlike 
march  from  the  territory  of  this  republic, 
against  the  possessions  of  a  friendly  and 
neighbouring  power;  neither  threats,  not 
the  laws,  nor  the  indignation  of  well  dis¬ 
posed  citizens,  nor  even  the  jiroclainatioii  of 
the  President  of  the  first  of  Septeml^r  last, 
intendeil  to  restrain  these  highway  robbers, 
have  been  sufficient  to  stop  their  nefapioua 
plans.  On  the  contrary,  they  prosecute 
them  with  the  greatest  ardour  and  rancour, 
moreanti  more  exas  perated  at  seeing  the  glo¬ 
rious  triiimohs  of  the  Spanish  nation,  tbe  atl- 
hesion  of  his  sub  jects  to  an  adored  manarch, 
and  the  apiiroarliing  re-estabtu^hment  of  the 
relations  between  our  respeelive  nations.  It 
is  known  to  me.  that  they  are  now  eatistkig^ 
in  New  Orleans,  men  for  other  ex ped it |onav 
both  by  land  and  water,  to  invade  again  the 
dominions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  unite 
the  direction  of  ringlcailers  Jo«e  Alvarea 
de  Toledo,  and  Joise  Mniiuef  de  Herrera, 
who  has  just  arrived  at  that  city,  with  the 
appointment  fas  he  says)  of  minister  lo  the 
United  States  from  the  self  styled  Mexicaa 
congress,  who  has  delivered  to  TolefW-fif» 
teen  hundred  commissioDs  in  blank,  tear 
that  body  of  insurgeatau  that  be..ai»iV<  confer 
them  on  a  like  number  of  offieors  whiebbe 
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if  recruifing  in  thfe  icrritory  of  tlii»  Union. 

1  omit  menlifming  to  yini  other  iunumera- 
We  acts  of  this  kind,  which  prove  the  pub¬ 
licity  of  these  armaments,  and  ttie  impunity 
with  which  they  continue.  1  will  conhue 
niysilf  to  stating  to  you,  that  the  most 
common  practice  of  nations,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  best  writers  on  public  Ihw, 
would  give  a  right  to  the  king  my  master, 
to  require  of  this  government  to  deliver  up 
these  traitors,  as  incendiaries,  enemies  of 
all  social  order,  and  disturbers  of  the  peace 
his  subjects:  but  as  tlie  object  of  my 
sovereign  is  not  to  avenge  himself  of  this 
imnditti,  but  to  shield  his  subjects  against 
<  their  barbarity,  1  conhue  myself  to  asking 
of  you  to  obtain  of  the  president,  orders 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  principal  persons 
concerned  in  this  sedition,  that  is  to  say : 
Jose  Alvarez  de  Toledo  Anaya  Ortez;  the 
ceif-styled  minister,  Manuel  de  Herrera; 
Doctors  Robinson  and  Humbert;  Majors 
Piere  and  Preire  and  their  followers,  that 
tliey  may  be  punished  with  all  the  rigour, 
which  !he  laws  prescribe  in  cases  of  this 
kind. — I'hat  the  troops,  which  they  have 
raised,  may  be  disarmed  and  di^iperse^i,  and 
that  tl:e  necessary  measures  be  taken  to 
prevent,  in  future,  these  evil  spirits  from 
having  an  ojijiortunity  of  pursuing  their  de- 
016:03  in  attempting  to  cornpromit  the  good 
infelligence  which  subsists  between  our  res¬ 
pective  governiiienls.  The  president  can¬ 
not  but  have  seen  witli  sensibilii  Vi  as  well 
the  total  want  of  edixt  of  his  paoclamation, 
of  the  lenient  measures  which  he  baU 
adopted  against  these  crimiaais,  whc»  boast 
of  recognising  no  law,  subordination  or 
moral  principle  as  the  protection  and  sup¬ 
port  which  they  have  received  and  do  re¬ 
ceive  frotn  the  authorities*  at  Nevv-Orleans, 
contrary  to  his  express  orders.  His  excel¬ 
lency,  as  he  is  encharged  by  this  republic 
with  watclting  over  its  security  and  the  olv 
eervance  of  its  treaties  and  laws,  cannot 
but  consider  him^lf  authorized  to  restrain 
the  projects  and  hpstile  measur^  of  a  set 
of  adventarert,  who  make  open  war  against 
a  fiiemliy  power  from  the  territory  of  this 
confederation,  compromi ting  its  tranquillity 
and  high. character,  by  availing  himself  of 
the  means  ishich  the  constitution,  the  laws, 
and  his  prudente  offer  to  him  for  obliging 
these  persoiis  lo  abandon  their  designs,  and 
to  manifest  to  hi^  catholic  majesty  the  just 
indignation  with  which  the  United  States 
view  the  iHistile  pJans,  and  the  sedition  of 
that  band  of  ineendhuies.  1  am  certain  that 


it  cannot  be  concealed  from  the  distin¬ 
guished  talents  of  the  [iresident  and  your^t 
self,  that  the  point  of  which  J  treat,  is  not 
one  under  the  (civil  or  municipal)  law,  in 
which  case  my  sovereign  must  have  re¬ 
course  to  the  ordinary  tribunals;  but  that 
it  is  a  manifest  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
most  sacrtd  laws  which  bind  together  na¬ 
tions  mutually—- perpetrated  by  the  citizens, 
or  residents  of  the  Union,  of  which  the 
king,  Hiy  master,  gives  information  with 
positive  and  notorious  proofs  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  under  whose  jurisdiction  it  has  been 
executed,  that  they  may  give  l»im  compe¬ 
tent  satisfaction,  with  a  know  ledge  of  the 
act,  by  causing  the  delinquents  to  be  pun¬ 
ished  as  guilty  of  high  treason  against  both 
governments. 

The  third  and  last  point  is  reduced  to 
this :  that  the  presideni  will  be  pleased  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  collectors 
of  the  customs,  not  lo  admit  into  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  vessels  under  the  insur¬ 
rectionary  flag  of  Carlhagena,  of  the  Mex¬ 
ican  congress,  of  Buenos  Ayres,  or  of  the 
other  places  which  have  revolted  against 
the  authority  of  the  king,  my  master,  nor 
those  coming  from  them.  That  they  should 
not  permit  them  to  land,  or  to  sell  in  this 
country,  the  shameful  proceeds  of  their  pi¬ 
racy,  or  attrocities,  and  much  less  to  equip 
themselves  in  these  ports,  as  they  do,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  to  sea,  to  destroy  and 
to  plunder  the  vessels  which  they  may 
meet  with  under  the  Spanish  flag.  This 
tolerance,  subversive  of  the  most  solemn 
stirmlations  in  the  treaties  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States,  and  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  general  principles  of  public 
security  and  goo<l  faith,  and  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  proiluces  the  most  melancholy  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  interest  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  subjects  of  his  catholic  majesty.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  neither  Carlhagena,  nor  any 
other  place  in  the  Spanish  dominions  in 
this  hemisphere,  which  has  revolted,  can 
be  in  communication  with  any  power  friend¬ 
ly  to  Spain,  since  neither  on  its  part,  nor 
on  that  of  any  other  government,  has  their 
independence  been  acknowledged ;  and  it 
is,  consequently,  an  otlence  against  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  against 
the  sovereignty  of  the  king,  my  master,  lo 
admit  vessels  from  such  places,  raanne<l 
and  commanded  by  insurgents,  and  armed 
in  the  dominions  of  this  confederation ; 
particularly  as  they  are  all  pirates,  who  do 
not  respect  any  flag,  ^re  justly  considered 
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the  disgrace  of  Ihe  seas,  .and  are  execrated 
b/  all  nations. 

The  three  preceding  points  are  of  such 
established  equity  and  justice,  that  it  would 
be  oifensive  to  the  delicacy  of  this  gove/ti- 
iiient  to  supjiose,  that  it  could  delay,  under 
any  pretext,  to  determine  on  them,  in  the 
iiunner  i  have  proposed,  and  which  1  have 
an  express  order  to  request,  (sollcitar,)  in 
the  name  of  the  king  my  master.  The 
)}rompt  interposition  ot*  the  president,  that 
his  majesty  may  be  gratified,  would  be  a 
new  testimony  of  his  friendly  disposition 
towards  Spain,  on  evident  proof  that  he  is 
determined  to  put  an  and  to  the  incalcula¬ 
ble  extortions  and  injuries  which  Spain 
has  suffered,  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
from  the  gang  of  adventurers  who  have  as¬ 
sailed  hfer  from  the  lK)sora  of  this  republic; 
a  means  of  affixing  the  frank  and  sincere 
system  of  good  neiglil>ourhood  which  so 
much  interests  both  states;  and  finally,  a 
sure  preliminary  to  the  removal  of  ail  the 
difficulties  which  may  present  themselves 
in  the  negotiations,  which  ought  to  termi¬ 
nate  all  the  pending  discussions  between 
the  two  governments,  and  to  fix  for  ever 
between  lliem  a  perpetual  and  solid  frleud- 
sldp. 

If,  as  I  flatter  myself,  the  president  gives 
all  the  attention  which  is  due  to  affairs  of 
such  franacemlant  importance,  and  yields 
to  my  solicitations,  I  can  assure  his  excel¬ 
lency,  and  yourself,  that  there  will  be  no¬ 
thing  which  the  king,  my  master,  will  not 
be  disposed  to  do,  to  satisfy  this  republic, 
which  may  be  compatihle  with  his  dignity 
and  with  the  interests  of  his  subjects. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
particular  re8])ect,  and  of  my  constant  de^ 
sire  to  please  you,  and  pray  God  to  pre¬ 
serve  your  life  many  years. 

(Signed)  LUISDRONIS. 

Hrc.  30//1, 1815*. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  &c.  &c. 

Translation  rvhich  accompanied  a  Note  of 

January,  lB16,/rom  tke  Chevalier  de  Onis,  to 

the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir— Since  the  last  note  I  bad  the  honor  to 
address  you,  under  date  of  the  30tb  Dec.  1  have 
received  positive  information  that  the  expedi¬ 
tion  which  tile  traitor  Toledo  was  preparing  in 
New-Orleans,  against  the  domlntoosof  thekiiig, 
Biy  master,  has  been  suspended  until  the  arrival 
at  that  city  of  two  bodies  of  troops,  biOO  men 
from  Kentucky,  and  three  hiiiiared  from  Teu- 
i^ssee,  commanded  by  twp  American  cit'cAens, 
that  were  to  be  united  in  (weoty-foar  days  to 
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I  the  array  of  the  iosurgenti.  I  abstain,  sir,  from 
ofleriiig  to  you  any  observations  on  a  subject  of 
such  high  iiuportance,  and  so  well  established. 
1  am  well  persuaded  that  kis  excellency  the 
president  will  easily  perceive  that  if  the  state® 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louistaoa,  and  Geor¬ 
gia,  coiitipue,  as  they  do,  allowing  their  cittzeu® 
to  coinmit  hostilities  against  a  friendly  power, 
notwithstanding  the  orders  he  has  it&u^  fur  clis- 
pei*siiig  and  disarming  the  gang  of  detperadoes^ 
headed  by  Toledo,  Humbert,  Anaya,  B€rnardi»» 
i^uteirier,  Istri,  doctor  Robinson,  majors  Earie 
and  Preire,  and  their  fbiloyref*s,  the  king,  my 
master,  will  have  reason  to  suspect,  that  if 
those  meetings  are  not  autliorized  by  the  gov- 
eruineni,  they  are  at  least  tolerated.  AH  the 
assurances  I  may  give  to  ray  sovereign,  of  the 
friendly  dispo^itioIls  of  his  excellency  tlie  pre¬ 
side  lit,  will  nut  stiflioe,  wlien  compared  with  the 
I  evident  pniofs  I  had  the  honor  to  comimiuicate 
I  to  you  in  this  and  ray  (brtner  note  ;  particularly 
I  when  his  majesty  is  well  convinced  of  the  re- 
Sv>iirees  and  .tuthority  of  the  leiieral  government 
and  the  proioptituoe  with  which  their  orders 
are  strictly  observed  in  the  whole  L  niott.  I  do 
I  not  entertain  any  appre  liens  ion  of  the  result  of 
I  the  expeditk)!)  of  these  incendiaries.  The  Eu- 
I  ropean  wars  being  terminated,  bis  majesty  wilt 
be  able  to  direct  all  his  attention  and  bis 
erfui  armies,  to  stifle  at  once  the  growth  of  that 
iosiirrectiuu ;  but  the  pbilantbropic  heart  of 
my  sovereign,  the  humanity  by  which  he  la  dis¬ 
tinguished,  and  which  constitutes  the  character 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  induce  him  to  wksh  to  re¬ 
establish  order  among  the  seduced,  rather  h/ 
mildness  than  by  the  force  of  arms  which  can¬ 
not  be  eflTected  without  the  elusion  of  the  blood 
of  his  beloved  subjects.  This  object  cannot 
fail  to  be  obtained  as  soon  as  the  Jlexicao  in¬ 
surgents,  and  those  of  the  internal  pmviiicet^ 
cease  to  be  furnished  hy  the-citizeiis  of  this 
public,  with  arms,  amraunition,  and  troops. 

1  shall  never  have  the  vain  pi'esuioption  to 
offer  you,  or  the  wise  magistrate  that  is  at  the 
head  of  this  admiuistratiou,  any  observations  on 
tlie  consequences  tiiat  might  result  against  the 
interests  of  this  republic  by  the  mdepeodeiice  hf 
Spanish  America.  Aly  wishes  are  only  direet- 
ed  to  equal  you  in  moderation,  and  to  re-e®ta- 
bilsh,  on  the  most  firm  and  penuaueat  basis,  tho 
relations  between  onr  goverameots.  lliis- sin¬ 
cere  desire  will,  I  hope,  serve  as  an  ai>o)ogy  for 
me,  while  1  take  the  liberty  to  presaiit  an  hypo- 
tliesis  in  this  note. 

1  grant  for  a  mooient,  that  all  the  Mexican 
empire  erects  itself  ipto  an  iiidept^ndent  state  ; 
that  it  adopts  the  wise  constitution  of  tliis  coo- 
federation  >  establishes  a  cutup iete  system  of 
Icgistatioii ;  and,  finally ,  tfiat  it  enjoys  all  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  in  the  same  full  extent  a® 
this  repubHc.  It  is  beyond  questhm  that  the 
climate  ot"  Mexico  U  niww  tempeiale  than  tfibt 
of  tlie  United  iStates;  the  soil  richer  and  mdim 
productive ;  the  productions  and  fruits  inare 
abundant,  rich,  aod  ot  a  superior  quality  ;  aad 
.  that  provisious,  labor,  wood,  houses,  clothipit 
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&r.  in  conseqnence  of  the  mildncRs  and  re- 
I  iilarity  of  the  rliuiate.  tnurh  c*»eaper  thun  in 
this  country.  It'  this  erent  should  take  place, 
do  you  not  think,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  so  many  al¬ 
luring  prospects,  and  so  many>vident  advanta¬ 
ges,  will  deprive  this  republic  of' the  successi-  e 
emigrations  from  Kiirope?  and,  what  is  more, 
of  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  most  asefui 
and  industrious  inhabitants  of  this  confederation, 
w1k>  would  carry  with  them  to  Mexico,  their 
flour  and  saw-mills,  uiacliiues,  manufactures, 
their  enterprising  geniii-,  in  a  word,  their  gen¬ 
eral  instruction,  and  all  the  meins  that  actual¬ 
ly  piomote  and  vivify  the  coinuerce  of  these 
states  ?  I  flatter  myself  that  thi  event  will  not 
happen ;  but  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the 
con'^ eq lienees  of  this  hypothesis  can  bedemon- 
str.it<‘<|  almost  with  a  mathematical  certainly  ; 
and  that  if  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Louisiana,  and  Georgia,  should  reflect  deeply  on 
this  subject,  far  from  giving  any  aid  to  those 
Tagalwuids,  g  eedy  of  the  acquisition  of  gold, 
and  regardless  of  the  happiness  of  their  country, 
they  would  unite  themselves  with  the  authori¬ 
ties  of  the  king,  my  master,  to  piniish  thatga.ig 
of  perfidious  traitors,  that  hide  themselves  in 
these  states,  with  the  criminal  design  of  devas¬ 
tating  their  country.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  overl  ook  this  digression,  to  wliieli 
I  have  been  carried  bv  my  warm  desire  of 
strengthening  the  most  perfect  friendship  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  to  inform  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  president,  that  the  orders  I  claim  in 
his  catholic  majesty’s  name,  directed  to  the 
trial  anil  punishment  of  the  ring  leaders  of  those 
armies,  and  to  the  prohibiiion  of  exporting 
arms  of  any  kind,  from  this  country  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ag  linst  my  sovereign’s  authority,  are  of 
the  greatest  impoit mce,  and  are  supported  by 
the  existmg  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  na¬ 
vigation,  between  Spain  and  the  United  State.s 
especially  the  16th  arlick'.. 

1  expect,  sir.  your  answer  to  these  important 
points,  and  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Sfc.  &c. 

(COPY.) 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  to  tlu  CheveUer  ile 

OniSy  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 

PLnipoti  ntiary  to  his  Catholic  Majesty — 

Dei»arlmi  ot  of  State,  Jan.  19,  1816. 

SIR— ^Vhave  had  the  honor  to  receive  you 
letters  of  tbeUoth  of  December  2(1  of  Janua¬ 
ry  inat.  and  to  submit  them  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  ' 

Toll  demand  that  your  sovereign  shall  bfi 
pot  in  posiw‘twion 'of  West-Florida;  that 
certain  persons  whom  yon  have  me  ntioned 
shall  be  arrested  and  tried  on  the  charge  of 
promoting  insurhecHoi^  iti  the  Spanish  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  exciting  citfar/efia.of  the  United 
States  to  join  in  if;  and  tbinily,  that  the 
flags  of  Car^hngena,  the  Mexicun  Congress, 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  revolting  provin¬ 


ces,  shall  be  excluded  from  the  ports  of  thf 
United  States. 

On  the  re-establishment  of  the  diplomatic 
relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  it  was  hoped  that  your  government 
\fould  not  have  confined  its  attention  to  the 
objects  in  which  Spain  is  alone  interested, 
but  have  extended  it  to  the  injuries  of 
which  the  United  Stahls  have  so  long  and 
so  justly  complained,  with  a  view  to  such 
reparatation  as  it  might  now  be  able  to 
make.  The  subjects  are  in  their  nature  in¬ 
timately  connected.  In  some  important 
circumstances,  indeed,  it  is  imjiossible  to 
seperate  them,  since  the  exposition  of  the 
wrongs  of  the  United  States,  affords  the 
proper  answer,  in  those  instances  to  the 
eomplaints  of  Spain.  It  is  my  duly  to 
bring  these  wrongs  into  view,  that  they  may 
he  duly  considered  and  provided  for,  in  case 
your  government  has,  as  I  am  hound  to  pre¬ 
sume,  invested  you  with  adequate  powers 
for  the  purpose. 

At  a  fieriod  anterior  lo  either  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  mentioned  in  your  letters,  the 
United  States  had  sutfered  great  injury  by 
the  unlawful  seizure  and  condemnation  of 
I  their  vessels,  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  A  trea¬ 
ty  providing  an  indemnity  for  those  spolia¬ 
tions  was  agreed  to  signed  by  a  minister 
duly  authorized  by  each  government ;  but 
its  ratification,  though  negotiated  and  con¬ 
cluded  in  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  go¬ 
vernment,  was  afterwards  declined  by 
it.  At  an  anterior  peri(Kl  too,  the  deposite 
at  New-Orleaus,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of 
1795,  was  suppressed.  As  the  United 
States  had  done  no  injury  to  Spain,  these 
acts,  so  hostile  in  their  nature,  and  injurious 
in  their  effect,  excited  much  surprise.  It 
had  been  the  uniform  object  of  this  govern¬ 
ment,  to  make  su.ch  arrangements  with 
Spain,  resfiecting  the  free  navigation  ol 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries,  as  se¬ 
curing  to  our  citizens  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  rights,  would  place  the  peace  and 
friendship  of  the  two  countries  on  a  solid 
and  durable  basis.  With  this  view,  it  was 
sought  to  obtain  of  Spain,  at  a  fair  equiva¬ 
lent,  the  territory  eastward  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  Overtures  to  this  effect,  were  made 
to  the  Spanish  government,  and  rejected. 
Being  renewed,  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  was  informed,  that  Spain  had  ceded 
Lonisianna  to  France,  to  whom  he  was  re¬ 
ferred  for  the  acquisition  of  such  tenritorj' 
in  that  quarter,  as  he  might  be  instructed 
,  to  make.  On  the  last  very  important 
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By  refiilerio^  justice  likewise  to  the  cI.Mnii 
of  the  Uniteti  States,  their  citizer.s  .-owid 
■>e  contentefi,  ami  their  ^vermnent  he  bet^ 
ter  enabled  to  contronl  their  c<»n(luci  be¬ 
yond  (heir  limits.  Here,  then,  set  m  *d  to 
he  a,  fair  ground  for  amicable  eompromiso 
between  the  parties;  An  opportimtty 
presented  for  terminating  every  dttfeience« 
and  securing:  their  future  hafmony,  without 
loss  or  sacrifice  by  either;  On  the  result  of 
this  mission,  1  need  not  enlarge.  I  shall 
remark  only  that  the  friendly  policy  whicli 
procluced  it,  was  not  reciiurocated  by  your 
srov'ernnlent ;  it  was  perhaps  not  felt;  it 
was  certainly  disregardetl.  Every  propo* 
sition  of  the  American  ministers,  having 
these  objects  in  view,  was  rejected,  find 
none  made  in  return  by  your  government; 

The  conduct  of  your  government  wouht 
h  ive  justified,  if  it  did  not  invite,  the  most 
decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States*  The  refusal  to  make  reparation  foi' 
•ireceding  injuries,  or  to  surrender  any  por¬ 
tion  of  the  territorv,  in  the  possession  of 


event,  the  suppression  of  the  deposite  at 
Xew-Orleans,  a  special  mission  was  insti¬ 
tuted  to  France  and  Spain,  tlie  object  ef 
which  was,  to  avert,  by  amicalile  negotiar. 
fion  ami  arrangrment,  the  calamities  of 
war.  Air»irs  hail  more  especially  by  this 
act  of  violence  and  hostility,  reached  a 
crisis,  which  precluded  the  Mea  of  tempo¬ 
rary  palliatives*  A  comjireliensive  and 
permanent  arrangement  had  lucome  indis¬ 
pensable,  of  which,  it  WHS  j>repumed,  the 
l!ro\  ernmtMils  of  France  and  Spain  would 
be  equally  sensible.  The  cession  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  hy  France  to  the  United  States, 
was  the  immediate  consequence  of  this 
mission,  with  such  a  description  of  its 
boundaries  by  the  treaty  as,  it  was  pre 
Slimed,  would  leave  no  cause  of  controver¬ 
sy  with  Spain. 

The  rhissiori  had  tints  succeeded  in  n 
very  important  object;  but  there  were 
others  of  a  similar  character,  which  re- 
tnained  to  be  adjusted.  The  differences 
with  Spain  still  existed*  and  to  them  was 


ed  soon  afterwards  to  Madrid,  to  invite  a  their  judgment,  a  just  regard  to  the  honottr^ 
negotiation,  for  the  arrangement  of  all  rightsj  and  interests  of  the  nation  might 
Ihpse  important  concerns.  Spain  still  held  dictate.  In  the  condition  of  Spain,  there 
territory  to  the  eastward  of  the  Perdido,  was  nothing  to  excite  apprehensions  of  the 
which,  by  her  cession  of  Louisiana,  and  its  consequences,  whatever  might  be  the  course 
transfer  to  the  United  States,  \va3  separated  derided  on.  Of  thU,  the  well  known  state 
from  her  other  dominions,  and  lay,  except  of  the  peninsula;  at  the  time,  and  since,  and 
on  tile  side  of  the  ocean,  exclusively  wilh-  oftheSpankh  provinces  in  America,  af- 
in  our  limits.  The  importance  of  this  ter-  Tords  ample  proof.  The  friendly  policy* 
fitory  to  Spain,  in  consequence  of  these  which  the  United  States  have  since  pursu- 
events,  in  any  view  which  might  be  taken  eil,  is  the  more  conspicuous,  from  the  con- 
of  it,  seemed  to  be  much  diminished,  if  sideraiiori,  that  your  government  has  In-i 
hot  entirely  lost;  while  in  certain  views  of  flexibly  maintained  the  unjust  and  hostile 
which  it  was  siisceptitde,  it  might  prove  attitude  which  it  then  assumnd,  and  has 
highly  injurious.  There  was  danger  that  even  added  n*»w  iivyiries  'Und  insults  to 
the  continuance  of  a  Spanish  colony  there,  those  of  which  I  Imve  already >  /CQWpla>tietl- 
might  produce  jealousy  and  variance  be-  I  refer,  in  this  latter  remark,  t«  the  biretche# 
tween  the  two  nations  On  the  other  hand,  of  the  neutrality  of  wbi#li  bw  gCK 

the  United  States  had  acquired  territory  verriment  permitted,  if  it  did  not  authoriae^ 
westward  of  the  Mississippi  adjoining  the  by  British  trooiis  and  British  ageuts,tm 
provinces  of  Spain,  which  it  was  supposeii  Florida,  end  through  ?  that  piwincei  widt 
she  might  be  desirous  of  obtaining.  By  the  Creeks  atnl  other  Indian  in  the 

mutual  cessions  of  territory,  in^  quarters  fate  war  with  Great*  Britain,  4o  thsi  groab 
most  convenient  to  each  other,  and  by  Injury  of  the  United  U  iaojoder^ 

fwming  an  interval  between  their  posses-  these  c^rcunistaiiGcs  thaLyou  hfSeve  twidhr 


aions,  to  remain  vacant,  the  danger  of  col 
liiion  might  be  avoided,  and  their  good  un 
derstanding  more  effectually  preserved.-- 
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•  _ 

You  require  tliat  Spain  shill  be  put  into  jcollect  any  in  Kentucky,  Tenessee,  nr 
possession  of  West-Florya,  as  an  act  ot  JUS- 1  Georgia,  for  puiptse  stattd;  and  that 


tice,  before  a  discussion  of  the  right  of  the 
partU  s  to  it  is  entered  on. 

It  is  kno\^u  to  your  government,  that  the 
United  States  claim  by  cession,  at  a  fair 


the  force  said  to  be  assembled  under  Mr. 
'i  oledo  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  com. 
posed  pfincipally  of  Spaniards'and  French¬ 
men.  If  any  ;  ortion  of  it  consists  of  citi- 


the  eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the :  but  in  the  \Mldernes8,  between  the  settle- 
Bravo^  or  Grande,  on  the  western.  To  the'ments  of  the  United  States  and  Spain,  be- 
whole  territory  within  these  limits,  the  yoml  the  actual  operation  of  our  laws.  I 
United  States  consider  their  right  establish-  have  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
ed  by  well  known  facts,  and  the  fair  inter-  goodness  to  slide,  at  what  points  in  Ken- 
pretation  of  treaties^  la  a  like  spirit  may  tucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana, 
the  United  States  demand,  the  sunender  of  any  force  is  collected,  tlie  number  in  each 
all  the  territory  above  described,  now  in  the  instance,  and  by  whom  commanded.  If 
oecu|)aucy  of  Spain,  as  a  condition  to  the  such  force  is  collected,  or  collecting,  with- 
eommenceme ni  of  any  negotiation  for  the  in  the  United  St  ties,  for  the  purpose  sug- 
adjustment  of  did’erences.  When  we  con- *  gested.  or  other  illegal  pur,*ose,  it  will 
tider  how  long  your  government  has  main-  disperseil,  and  the  parties  prosecuted  ac- 
tained,  what  is  deemed  an  unjust  posses*  j  cording  to  law'. 

•ion;  more  especially,  when  we  recollectr|  This  government  is  under  no  obligaiioD, 
that  the  injuries  before  received  are  stillj  nor  has  it  the  pov\er,  by  any  law  or  ireaty, 
tmredressed,  and  that  others  have  been  J  to  surrender  any  inhabitant  of  Spain  or  the 
since  rendered,  (here  can  be,  it  is  presumed,  I  Spanish  pro\  inees,  on  the  demand  of  the 
but  one  opinion,  as  to  the  great  moderation  i  government  of  Spain  ;  nor  is  any  such  in- 
ef  this  government,  in  acquiescing  in  iuj  habitant  punishable  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
But  why  restore  this  province  to  Spainyifjted  States  for  acts  committed  l)eyond  their 


it  is  the  intention  of  your  government  to 
make  the  title  to  it.  in  connexion  with  other 
diiferences,  a  subject  ol‘  amicable  negotia¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  ?  May  not  such  a 
negotiation  be  entered  into,  as  well  while  U 
is  in  the  occupancy  of  the  United  States,  as 
if  it  were  in  that  of  Spain. 

You  demand  next,  that  Mr.  Toleilo  and 
others,  whom  you  mention,  charged  with 
promoting  revolt  in  the  Spanish  provinces, 
and  exciting  citizens  of  the  United  Stairs  to 
join  in  it,  shall  be  arrested  and  tried — their 
troofM  disarmed  and  dispersed. 

You  intimate  that  troops  are  levying  in 
Kentucky,  Tennesee,  Louisiana,  and  Geor¬ 
gia,  for  the  invasion  of  the*  Spanish  pro 
vinces,  of  whom  one  thousand  are  from 
Kentucky,  and  three  hundred  from  Ten- 
nesse,  toi>e  commanded  by  American  citi 
aens,  but  you  do  not  state  at  what  points 
these  men  are  collected,  or  by  whom 
commanded ;  and  as  to  the  forces  said  to 
be  raised  in  Louisiana  and  Georgia,  yonr 
communication  is  still  more  indehnite.  The 
information  recently  olttained  by  this  de¬ 
partment,  from  persona  of  high  considera¬ 
tion,  is  of  a  very  different  character.  It 
is  stated,  that  no  men  are  collected,  nor  is 
4kere  evidence  of  an  attempt  or  design  to 


jurisdiction,  the  case  of  pirates  alone  ex¬ 
cepted.  This  is  a  fuiulameiital  law  of  our 
system,  it  is  not  however  confineil  fou6. 
It  is  belie  veil  to  he  the  law  of  all  civilized 
nations,  wherej  not  particularly  varied  by 
treaties. 

In  reply  to  your  third  demand,  the  ex¬ 
clusion  i»f  the  flavrt)f  the  revolting  provin¬ 
ces,  1  have  to  observe,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  unsettled  state  of  many  countries, 
and  repeated  changes  of  the  ruling  author¬ 
ity  in  each,  there  being,  at  the  same  lime, 
several  com  petitors,  and  each  [larty  bearing 
its  appropriate  flag,  the  president  thought  it 
proper,  some  time  irasi,  to  give  ordeis  to 
the  collectors,  not  to  make  the  flag  of  any 
vessel  a  criterion  or  condition  of  its  mlmis- 
sion  into  the  ports  of  the  United  Stages. 
Having  taken  no  part  in  the  differences  and 
convulsions  which  have  disturbed  those 
countries,  it  is  consistent  with  the  just 
firinciples,  as  it  is  with  he  interests  of  the 
United  States,  to  receive  the  vessels  of  alt 
countries  into  their  iiorts,  to  whatever  f^ar- 
ty  l>elonging,  and  under  whatever  flag  sail¬ 
ing,  pirates  excepted,  requiring  of  them 
only  the  fmymentof  the  duties,  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws  while  umler  their  jurts- 
dictioo ;  without  adverting  to  the  question* 
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whether  they  had  eominitted  any  violation 
of  the  allegiance  or  laws  obligatory  on  them 
in  the  C/Ountries  to  which  they  belonged, 
either  in  assuming  such  flag,  or  in  any  other 
respect.  , 

In  (he  differences  which  have  subsisted 
between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  the  United 
States  have  observed  all  projier  respect  to 
their  friendly  relations  with  Spain.  They 
took  no  measure  to  indemnify  themselveb 
for  lossesand  injuries;  none  to  guard  against 
the  occupancy  of  the  Spanish  territory  by 
the  British  forces  in  the  late  war,  or  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  territory  to  which  the  United 
Stales  consider  their  title  good,  except  in 
the  instance  of  West-Florida,  and  in  that 
instance  under  circumstances  which  made 
their  in  ter  (position  as  much  an  act  of  ae 
commodation  to  the  Spanish  authority  there 
os  of’ security  to  themselves.  They  have 
also  prohibited  their  citizens  from  taking 
cany  part  in  the  war;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
those  colonies  and  other  foreignersconnected 
with  them,  from  recruiting  men'  in  the 
United  States  for  that  purpose.  The  pro¬ 
clamations  which  have  been  issued  by  the 
governors  of  some  of  the  states  and  terri¬ 
tories,  at  the  instance  of  the  president,  and 
the  proclamation  lately  issued  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  himself,  are  not  unknown  to  your  gov¬ 
ernment.  This  conduct,  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  at  such  a  rime,  b  of  a 
character  too  marked  to  be  mistaken  by  the 
impartial  world. 

What  will  be  the  first  result  of  the  c’lvH 
war,  which  prevails  between  Spain  ami 
the  Spanish  provinces  in  America,  is  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  human  foresight.  It  has 
already  existed  many  years,  and  with  vari¬ 
ous  success,  sometimes  one  party  prevail¬ 
ing,  and  then  the  other.  In  some  of  the 
provinces,  the  success  of  the  revolutionists 
appears  to  have  given  to  their  cause  more 
stability  than  in  others.  All  that  your 
government  had  a  right  to  claim  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  was,  that  they  should  not  Inter¬ 
fere  in  the  contest,  or  promote,  by  any  ac¬ 
tive  service,  the  success  of  the  revolution, 
admitting  that  they  continueri  to  overl<K>k 
the  injuries  received  from  Spain,  and  re¬ 
mained  at  peace.  This  right  was  common 
to  the  colonists.  With  equal  justice  migh< 
they  claim,  that  we  would  not  interfere  to 
their  disadvantage :  that  our  ports  should 
‘remain  open  to  both  parties,  as  they  were 
before  the  commencement  of  the  struggle  \ 
'that  our  laws  regulaline  commerce  with  fo 
^ign  nations  should  not  be  changed  to  their 


injury.  On  these  principleg  the  United 
States  have  acteil. 

So  much  have  1  thought  proper  to  state, 
respecting  the  relations  existing  between, 
the  United  States  and  Spain-  The  resto¬ 
ration  of  the  dif)lomatic  intercourse  betweea 
»>ur  governments,  forms  an  ejioch  which, 
cannot  fail  to  t>e  important  to  both  nations. 
If  it  does  not  produce  a  result  favourable  to 
their  future  frieudship  and  goal  undeiw 
.Htamiing,  to  your  government  will  the  lail- 
ure  be  imputable.  The  United  States  have 
at  all  times  been  willing  to  settle  their  dif¬ 
ferences,  on  just  principles  and  conditions, 
and  they  still  are.  Of  this  1  infi)rmed  you 
in  my  letter  of  the  5lh  of  May,  as  I  likewise 
did  Mr.  Cevallas,  in  a  letter  of  the  17th  of 
July.  It  will  be  very  satisfactory  to  the 
President,  fo  find  that  your  government  en¬ 
tertains  now  the  same  dis{K)9iiion,  anti  haa^ 
given  you  full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty 
for  these  jmrposes. 

1  have  the  honour  fo  be,  with  great  coa^ 
sideration,  sir,  your  very  obetlient  servant, 

(Signed)  J AMES  MONROE. 

REPORT 

Of  the  ComntUlcc  of  JVays  and  Mecuis* 
[Concluded  raoiiMt  PAGE  128.} 

To  attain  this  otyeet,  a  considerable  re¬ 
venue  will  be  required.  In  selecting  the 
taxes  which  should  compose  it,  the  duties 
upon  imported  articles  may  be  cxpectetl  to 
furnish  the  principal  supply.  Cheap  ami 
easy  in  their  collection,  paid  like  all  indi¬ 
rect  taxes,  when  it  is  convenient  to  par 
them,  they  will  be  found  under  a  system  of 
prudent  mmleralion,  fo  discourage  no  branclt 
oi  national  industry.  Duties,  indeed,  either 
upon  im|>orta1ion  or  exporiatiou,  seem  ti> 
e  the  natural  resource  of  countries  thlnlv 
•  »eo[ded;  which,  exporting  a  large  amount 
(d  their  agricultural  prmiuctitms,  receive 
in  return  the  manufactures  of  older  states, 
t'be  distance  too,  of  the  states  from  whiclv 
mir  importations  are  made,  renders  ft  morcr 
difficult  to  evade  the  payment  of  deities  here 
tlian  in  countries  which  are  sejWirated  froox 
ictive  and  enteritrbing  neighbours  by  a 
river  or  conventional  line.  Bat  as  oar^ 
agriculture  obtains  markets  at  home,  a-* 
wealth  spreads  Itself  over  inland  countries, 
where  commerce  can  but  imperftectfy  fol¬ 
low,  onr  im  ports,  as  well  as  our  exports,  mn^t 
j  >ear  a  continuHfl>'  lessening  proportion  to 
I  (he  wealth  of  the  country. 

!  And  fevea  tiow, while  th^  princo^l  gonr*  * 
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of  orilinaiy  revenue  in  peace  must  be  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  customs,  it  is  probable  that 
they  could  not  be  continued  or  increased 
to  an  amount  which  the  interest  and  reim¬ 
bursement  of  our  debt  and  the  provisions 
for  our  security  require,  without  increasina; 
too  far  the  temptation  to  illicit  importation. 
The  objections  too,  to  an  entire  reliance 
upon  them,  have  been  too  fully  developed 
by  recent  experience,  to  allow  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  recommend  that  (hey  should  consti¬ 
tute  the  wiiole  income  of  the  country.  The 
liberal  provision  which  they  are  capable 
of  making  in  peace,  disappears  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  war  requires  larj^e  contributions. 
The  goveruraent  which  is  left  at  such  a 
time  to  explore  new  systems  of  internal 
taxation,  to  discover  and  draw  into  the  pub¬ 
lic  service  the  men  who  are  capable  of  fill¬ 
ing  the  different  departments  of  the  reve¬ 
nue,  is  reduced  to  a  condition  in  which  the 
zeal,  and  bravery,  and  resources  of  the  na¬ 
tion  can  firoduce  their  natural  etfects  but 
imperfectly.  'Piie  committee  therefore  con¬ 
cur  fully  with  the  secreta^’y  of  the  treasury 
in  the  opinion  which  he  has  expressed, 
“  that  the  establishment  of  a  revenue  sys¬ 
tem,  which  shall  not  be  exclusively  depen- 
ilent  u(>on  the  supplies  of  foreign  commerce, 
appears,  at  this  juncture,  to  claim  particidar 
attention.”  j 

As  a  result  of  these  general  views,  the 
committee,  with  deference  to  the  house, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  [»lan  of  re- 1 
'venue  contained  in  the  report  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  treasury,  with  the  exception  of 
that  part  of  it  w  hich  proposes  to  continue 
•the  ad<titional  duties  upon  postage,  and  to  i 
rq>eal  the  additional  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors  and 
foreign  merchandise,  ira|>osed  by  the  act  of 
December,  18 14.  The  communication  of 
intelligence,  t>etween  the  different  parts  of 
the  country,  it  ap’»ears  to  the  committee  to 
be  the  just  policy  of  our  government  to  faci¬ 
litate  and  encourage;  and  although  it  might 
have  been  right  to  exact  a  revenue  from  it, 
under  circumstances  which  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  apply  every  resource  to  the  defence 
of  the  state,  the  present  situation  of  the 
treasury  may  well  allow  of  its  repeal.  The 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  admit  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  of  a  mmiification, 
which,  by  proportioning  the  nrice  of  the  li¬ 
cense  in  some  degree  to  the  business  of  the 
retailer  shall  rewler  them  as  f»roductive  as 
Ibe  new  rateSt  and  less  oppressive  than  the 
old  ones.  But  as  such  modification  could 


only  apply  to  licenses  for  181 7,  the  commit 
tee  firopose  to  make  it  the  sulyect  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  report. 

The  permanent  laws  how  In  force  may 
be  expected,  after  the  expiration  of  tempo¬ 
rary  duties,  to  pnahice  a  iieti  annual  reve¬ 
nue  of  $25,278,840 
he  (lireet  tuX,  a  ru  t  amount  of  $.7,600,000 
The  pale  of  public  lands,  l,000,(Xh> 

Licensee  to  distillers, 
grcss  amount,  1,^00,000 

Carriage**,  t7r»,(K)0 

Licenses  to  retailers,  9tK),0i)0 
Auctions,  400.000 


Dntie.s  “’n  furniture 
and  watches. 

On  rnncufactures. 
Excise  on  distilled 
spirits, 


2,675,000  2,5U,500  n. 

.‘^.00,000 

1,311,600 

2,500, OCO 


4,1 1 1,0(K)  3,864,340  n.  amh 
Po-St.ige,  3(K>,()00 

Customs,  1‘2,000,(;00 


:  25,278,8  VO 

!  Such  is  the  eFtimate  of  the  anninl  reve¬ 
nue.  which,  by  law  is  declared  lobe  pledged 
“  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expen¬ 
ses  of  government,  Ibr  the  punctual  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  and  for  creating  an 
adequate  sinking  fund*”  If  the  recommen¬ 
dation  contained  in  the  report  of  the  secre¬ 
tary,  with  the  rnodifiGations  proposed  by  the 
committee,  shall  he  carried  into  cftect,  there 
will  be  deducted  from  this  revenue 
$25,278,840. 

The  nett  amount  of 
duties  on  furniture 
and  watches,  on 
manufactures  and 
distillei  sjdrits,  2, 864, .340 
The  postage  duty,  £00,600 
And  fmra  the  nett 
product  of  the 
iand  tax,  2,900,000 

-  7,064,340 

But  there,  will  be  added  to  the  revenue  * 

By  the  additional 
duty  on  stills,  1,200,000 

Tbe  duty  on  stamps,  40^4,000 
On  refined  sugar,  1.70  000 
On  salt,  500,000 


Gross  amount,  2*250,000 

Nett  amount,  2.115,000 

By  an  addition  to  the  customs,  equal  to  the  pre* 
duct  of  an  averaged  addition  of  42  per  cent,  td 
the  rates  of  permaDeiit 
duty,  5,040,000 

- 7,155,000 

Making  the  excess  of  revenue  added,  above  that 
deducted,  90,6611 


And  the  annual  revenue,  25,369,500 
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In  thn  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
which  has  been  referred  t»>  the  committee — 

The  amount  of  the  animal  civil,  diplomatic,  and 

miscellaneous  expenses  is  estimated  atj^lfhOO^OCO 
The  annual  military  exp  nses  at  5, lit, 159 

The  annual  naval  -  xpense,  at  t,7t6,510 

The  interest  in  the  funded  debt,  at  about  6,150,0(X). 

$15,778,669 

To  this  estimate  of  annual  expenditure 
mi^ht  he.  added  the  amount  of  about 
$1,850,000,  appropriated  to  the  pavnient  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt;  which, 
with  the  $6,150,000  applicable  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  interest,  constitutes  the  sinking 
funii  of  $8,000,000.  But  perhaps  an  easier 
view  of  the  subject  may  be  afforded  by 
staling  separately  the  whole  sum  which  it 
is  .proposed  to  apply  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt,  exclusively  of 
the  interest. 

X 

If  the  annual  revenue,  under  the  law  pro 
‘posed,  be  $25,369,500,  and  the  ordinary  an¬ 
nual  expense  be  $15,778,669,  there  will  be 
I  a  balance  of  $9,590,831,  which  may  be  ap- 
I  plied  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  national 
defence,  to  internal  improvement,  and  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt.  The 
conslderalions  which  have  been  already 
adverted  to  as  enjoining  the  policy  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt  as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  conditions  of  its  contracts  will 
permit,  induce  the  committee  to  propose, 
that  to  that  object  may  be  annually  appro¬ 
priated  seven  millions,  after  the  year  1816; 
which,  added  lo  the  sum  appropriated  to 
tlie  payment  of  interest,  will  form  a  sinkinsr 
fund  of  $13,150,000,  and  extinguish  the 
pu!)lic  debt  in  less  than  twelve  years.  This 
appropriation  would  still  leave  an  excess 
of  annual  revenue  above  the  estimates  of 
ordinary  ex|>enditure  furnished  by  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  of  U[)ward8  of  two 
millions  and  a  half,  to  be  applied  to  any 
other  branch  of  the  public  service. 

The  committee  have  confined  their  ob¬ 
servations  to  the  receipts  and  ex|)enditures 
of  a  permanent  peace  establishment.  The 
modification  of  the  plan  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  which  they  have  proposed, 
will  pitxluce  too  small  an  effect  upon  the 
receipts  of  1316,  to  require  a  distinct  expo¬ 
sition  of  them,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  1816  (which  is  suggested  in  the 
treasury  report,)  cannot  disturb  the  calcu¬ 
lations  which  have  been  submitted  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  succeeding 
years,  since  the  estimatetl  deficiency  is  less 


than  seven  millions,  mid  the  outstanding 
revenue  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1817,  will 
be  about  20,000,000.  If,  however,  the  de¬ 
mands  upon  the  treasury  in  1817,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  congress  assuming  the  payment 
ofexfienses  incurred  during  the  war,  wbichit 
has  not  yet  sanctioned,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  shall  be  increased  beyond  the  pre¬ 
sent  estimates  or  beyond  an  amount  for 
which  the  unappropriated  revenue  may 
provide,  the  sinking  fund  may  be  charged 
for  the  year  1817  with  the  payment  of  the 
treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  under 
the  laws  now  in  force.  In  preventing  an 
addition  of  new  funded  debt,  it  will  perform 
its  oflice  as  usefully  as  in  extinguisbifig  the 
old  debt. 

1 .  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  force,  until  the  30th  day  of  June 
next,  and  until  an  act  shall  be  passed 
establishing  a  new  tariff  of  duties,  the 
act  entitled  “  an  act  for  imposing  addi¬ 
tional  duties  upon  all  gooils,  wares,  and 

’  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  and  for  other  purposes;’* 
passed  on  the  1st  July,  1812. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  exfiedient  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  entitled  “  an  act  laying 
a  duty  on  imported  salt ;  granting  a  boun¬ 
ty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries  ;”  passed  on  the  29lh  of  July, 
1813. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  force  the  act  entitle<l  “  an  act 
laying  duties  on  sugar  refined  witliin  the 
United  States;  passed  on  the  24th  July, 
1813. 

4.  Resohed,  That  it  is  expeilient  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  force  the  act  entitled  “  an  act 
laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bank¬ 
ers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notea, 
bonds,  and  obligations  discounted  by 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  com)ianies: 
and  on  bills  of  excliange  of  certain 
descriptions passed  on  the  2d  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1813 — and  also  the  act  supplemen¬ 
tary  thereto,  passed  on  the  lOth  day  of 
December,  1814. 

5.  Resolved,  That  itk  expedient  to  repeal, 
from  the  —  day  of  —  next,  so  much  of 
the  act  entitled  a«  act  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  revenues  for  defraying  tlie  expen¬ 
ses  of  government  and  malntaintn^  the 
public  credit,  by  liuliea  on  tales  4tt  aue* 
tfon,  ami  on  licenses  to  retail 
spirltous  }rqo€Mrs,.  and  fiMPcign 

•dise,  and  f<ix  increasing;  He 
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postage,*’  passed  on  the  23i]  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1814,  as  imposes  additioual  duties 
on  fiostage. 

6.  liesotred,  That  it  is  expedient  so  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  pro¬ 
vide  additlpnal  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  government,  and  main¬ 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di¬ 
rect  tax  upon  the  United  Slates,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  coliecting  the 
same,”  passed  on  the  9th  January,  1815, 
as  to  reduce  the  direct  lax  to  be  levied 
for  the  year  1816,  and  succeeding  years, 
to  three  millions ;  and  also  so  to  amend 
the  act,entitled  “  an  act  to  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pensvs  of  government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  district  of  Columbia,”  passed 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1815,  as  to  re¬ 
duce  the  direct  tax  to  be  levied  therein, 
annually,  to  0999  20-1 00, 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  re(>eal 
the  act  entitled  ‘‘  an  act  to  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  government  and  maintaining 
the  [lublic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States 
ami  territories  thereof,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  dis¬ 
tillers  of  spirituous  liquors,”  passed  on 
the  21st  of  December,  1814,  excepting 
only  the  16th,  18th,  19th  and  24th  sec* 
lions  thereof,  from  and  after  the  Isf  day 
of  April  next,  and  from  the  same  day  to 
add  loo  percent,  to  the  amount  of  the 
duty  which  all  stills  now  subject  to  duly 
are  liable  to  pay. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal, 
from  and  after  the  18th  day  of  April  next, 
the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  government  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  va¬ 
rious  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,” 
passfKi  bn  the  18th  of  January,  1815; 
ami  also  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  exfienses  of  government,  and  main¬ 
taining  the  pnblic  credit,  by  laying  a  du¬ 
ty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
jewellery,  and  paste  work,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,”  passed  on  the 
27tb  of  February,  1815,  fir<tm  the  same 
day. 

0.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal 
the  act,  entitled  actto  pnxvlde  addi¬ 


tional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expeu, 
ses  ol‘  government,  and  maintaining  tlm 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house, 
hold  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,”  passed  on  the  18th  of  January 
1815. 

10.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  so  to  a- 
mend  the  rates  ot‘  duties  upon  imported 
articles,  after  the  30tli  of  June  next,  as 
that  they  shall  be  estimated  to  produce 
an  amount  equal  to  that  which  would  be 
produced  by  an  average  addition  of  42 
per  cent,  to  the  permanent  rates  of  du¬ 
ties. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  deficiency  arisidi 
from  the  reduction  or  abolition  of  any  of 
the  duties  heretofore  pledged  by  law  for 
the  8up|>ort  of  the  government,  for  the 
payment  of  the  pulilic  debt,  and  the  esta- 
blishment  of  a  sinking  fund,  shallije  8U|i. 
plied  by  appropriating  to  those  objccU, 
a  sufficient  amount  from  the  product  of 
the  taxes  or  duties  proposed  to  bj  conli* 
nued  or  increased. 

12.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  from 
and  after  the  year  1816,  an  addition  sltail 
be  made  to  the  sum  of  8,000,000  of  doi- 
lars,  now  annually  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of 
the  public  debt,  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
sum  to  be  approjiriated  annually  to  that 
purpose,  thirteen  mittions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

LETTER 

From  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  ot*  ways  and 
means,  containing  an  estimate  of  the 
whole  amount  of  duties  on  merchandize 
imported,  which  accrued  in  the  year 
1815. 

Treastmj  Department, 
January  20th,  1810. 

SIR — I  have  received  your  note  request¬ 
ing  a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of 
bonds  given  for  duties  on  importations 
which  accrued  in  the  year  1815.  I'he  por¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  on  merchandize  imported, 
for  which  no  bonds  are  given  is,  probably, 
not  more  than  one  per  cent  of  the  whole  a- 
mount,  and  cannot  without  difficulty  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  that  portion  for  which  bonds 
are  given.  It  is  so  small  that  i  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  separate 
estimate  of  It,  and  shall  therefore  give  in 
answer  to  your  note  an  estimate  of  the 
whole  amount  of  duties  on  merchandize  im¬ 
ported,  which  accrued  in  the  year  1815.. 
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The  estinaaie  contaloed  in  the  annual  re¬ 
port  was  made  in  the  month  November, 
before  returns  for  any  part  of  the  fourth 
quarter  of  the  year,  except  from  tlie  small¬ 
est  and  most  inconsiderahte  districts,  bad 
been  received,  and  before  the  large  importa¬ 
tions  of  that  quarter  were  known  at  the 
treasury  to  have  taken  place.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  moment  the  returns  from  the  larger  dis¬ 
tricts,  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  are 
not  complete,  and  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year  are  still  more  deticien/.  The 
great  pressure  of  business  in  the  custom 
houses  has  doubtless  occasioned  this  unu¬ 
sual  delay.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  is 
only  for  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
Tear  1815,  that  a  correct  statement  can  be 
given.  For  the  third  quarter  an  estimate 
can  he  given  nearly  correct  ?  but  for  the 
fourth  quarter  it  can  be  formed  only  by 
comparison  with  the  preceding,  the  returns 
of  bonds  taken  being  dehcient  from  some  of 
the  most  considerable  districts  for  the  whole 
quarter,  and  from  nearly  all  the  most  con¬ 
siderable  districts  for  the  last  two  months  of 
the  quarter. 

After  making  this  explanation,  I  have  to 
state,  that  the  amount  of  duties  oa  mer¬ 
chandize  imported  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1815,  amounted  to 

$862,845  27 

And  during  the  pecond  quarter 
of  the  sanie  year,  to  10,433,275  56 

From  the  returns  received,  it  is 
believed  that  the  dtities  for  the  3d 
q'lartep  of  the  year  will  somewhat  • 
exceed  those  for  the  secood.  They 
tre  therefore  estimated  at 

10,700,000 

The  returns  for  the 
lUh  quarter  are  so  i'D- 
perfect  as  to  afford  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  means  of  es-  | 

tinating  the  total  a- 
mounU  It  is  known 
generally  that  the 
biiportatioiis  in  the 
month  of  Noveinher, 

^ere  large,  and  that 
ia  the  months  of  Oc- 
tjlier  and  Dec.  they 
''fere  less  considerable. 

It  is  supposed  that  for 
the  whole  quarter  the 
<luties  will  equal  those 
of  the  3d  quarter,  say  10,700,000 

^  .  - ^21,400,000 

■t’-stiniated  amount  of  duties  on  ■  . 

tnerchandizc  imported  during 
Hie  whole  year,  32,697,120  83 

The  tonnage  duties,  light  mo- 
and  duties  on  passports  and 
i-earances  amounted,  during  the 


first  and  second  quarters  ef  the 
year  1815,  to  $251,136  39 

During  the  third  and  fourth 
quarteiTi,  as  fewer  foreign  vessels 
were  employed  in  our  commerce, 
these  branches  will  be  proportion- 
ably  less  productive,  and  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  ^  300,000 


551,136  99 


Gross  proceeds  of  the  customs 
as  estimated  for  the  year  1815, 

The  drawbacks,  bounties  al¬ 
lowances  and  expenst  s  of  collec¬ 
tion,  are  to  be  deducted  from  this 
sum,  in  order  to  ascerthin  the  nett 
amount  which  w  ill  be  receivable 
into  the  treasury. 

The  debentures  fur  drawbacks 
issued  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  1815,  amounted  to 

And  during  the  second  quarter 
of  that  year  to 

During  that  prriod  Ibe  re-ex¬ 
portations  were  very  small  com¬ 
pared  with  those  which  took  place 
during  the  third  and  fourth  quar¬ 
ters. 

As  the  markets  became  glutted 
with  foreign  merchandize  the 
quantity  soul  abroad  for  better 
prices  would  naturally  increase* 
It  is  believed  that  the  drawback 
on  the  portions  thus  re-exported, 
during  the  3d  and  4ih  quarters  of 
1815,  w  ill  amount  to 

The  bounties  and  allow^ances 
actually  payable  during  the  year 
1815,  A  ill  be  small,  propably  not 
exce^ing 

The  expenses  of  collection 
will  be  augmented  by  the  cost  of 
«everal  new  revenue  cutters,  to 
replace  those  lost  during  the  war. 
riie  whole  amount  may  .be  esti¬ 
mated  at 


33,248,257  82 


76,274  41 
323,086  39 


3,500,000 

100,000 


900,000 


4,899,360  80 


And  will  leave  for  the  nett  a- 
mount  of  the  rev'^enue  of  customs, 
accruing  in  the  year  1815,  the 
sum  of  28,348,897  C2 


This  exceeds  the  sum  stated  in  the  an¬ 
nual  report,  by  an  amount  of  $3,348,897  02; 
an  excess  produced  by  the  extraordinary 
importations  during  the  fourth  quarter  of 
the  year  beyond  what  bad  been  anticipa¬ 
ted  ;  and  in  relation  to  which  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  remark,, that  as  those  im{iorta- 
tions  have  surcharg^  the  market  with  ma¬ 
ny  articles,  a  proportionate  dlminutioii  in 
the  importation  of  those  articles,  and  con¬ 
sequently  of  the  duties  upoa  such  importa- 


THE  EXAMINER 


|and  25tb)  of  the  valuatiOBit  for  the  year  1814 
I  have  Dot  been  rect  ived  *  The  valuations  of 
these  two  ilislricts  for  the  year  1815  have  been 
taken.  In  lour  districts  (the  7th,  12tb,  2l8t, 
and  25th}  the  valuation  of  slaves  is  not  given 
distinctly  from  the  valuatiou  of  lands,  lots,  and 
dwelling  hotises. 

(6)  In  one  district  (the  3d)  the  valuation  of 
slaves  is  not  given  distinctly  from  the  valua- 
tions  of  lands,  lots,  and  dwelling  houses.  . 

(c)  Iti  two  districts  (the  5th  and  12th)  the 
valuation  of  slaves  is  not  given  distinctly  from 
the  valuation  of  lands,  lots,  and  dwelling  houses. 

(d)  The  returns  from  one  district  ^tbe  3d) of 
the  valuations  for  the  year  1814  have  not  beea 
received.  The  valuation  ol  this  district  for 
1815,  as  fixed  by  the  board  of  principal  asses* 
sors,  has  been  taken.  The  valuation  of  slaves 
in  two  districts  (the  3d  and  4th)  arc  not  given 
distinctly  from  the  valuation  of  lauds,  lots,  aad 
dwelling  houses. 

(e)  No  returns  for  the  year  1814  have  been 
received  Ironi  any  of  the  districts  except  the 
2d,  here  given. 


tions  during  the  ensuing  year,  may  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

It  ought  also  to  be  observed,  that  this 
excess  will  be  wholly  absorbed  by  the  defi¬ 
cit,  as  stated  in  the  annual  report,  of  the 
monies  receivable  into  the  treasury  during 
the  year  1816;  and,  indeed,  will  he  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  the  whole  of  that  deficit.  But 
it  will  relieve  the  treasury  from  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  borrowing  money,  or  of  issuing  trea¬ 
sury  notes,  or  of  leaving  treasury  notes  al¬ 
ready  issued  in  circulation,  for  making  good 
that  deficit  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  sum 
$3,348,897  02,  above  stated. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Hon.  Wm.  Lowndes,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  amount  of  the  valuations  of  lands, 
lots,  and  dwelling  houses,  and  of  slaves,  in  the 
several  States,  made  under  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  22il  of  July,  1813,  and  returned  by  the 
principal  assessors  to  the  treasury. 

The  States  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  Soiith-Carolina,  Georgia,  Ohio,  and 
Kentucky,  assumed  and  paid  their  quotas  of  the 
tax ;  and  no  valuations,  therefore,  were  made, 
under  the  act  of  July.22d,  1813,  in  those  Mates. 


INDIAN  GRANTS,  tfee 


To  the  Senate  anti  House  of  Ilcjjresnilaiivcs 
of  the  United  States, 

The  accoini rallying  extract  from  the  oc- 


NOTES 


(4)  The  returns  from  two  districts  (the  12tb 
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bled  at  their  square,  aud  sent  for  Genera! 
Jackson  and  Colonel  Hawkins  to  visit 
them.  On  arriving;  there,  the  Speaker, 
(Tustuonuggee  Thhicco)  said  he  wished 
t6  confer  with  the  general  on  some  points 
relative  to  the  botindary  up  Ciiossa  river, 
particularly  to  accommodate  Au-be*Coo- 
che,  at  the  solicitation  of  Is- ho* loss- lee,  by 
giviiig  back  some  lands  w'est  of  Coosa.- 
The  general  objected  to  the  accommoda¬ 
tion,  ns  the  peojde  in  that  quarter  had  been 
already  sufiiciently  |)rovided  for,  and  the 
ground  nsktd  for  had  been' the  thorough 
fare  of  the  murderers. 

'  The  Speaker  then  addressed  the  Gene¬ 
ral  :  I 

“  I'he  points  now  about  fmiindaiy  are  j 
pretty  well  settled,  and  we  shall  sign  it ;  I 
lull  before  we  do  it,  and  yield  it  up,  we  have  j 
gometbing  to  s  ly  to  you  :  We  are  a  poor 
distressed  people,  involved  in  ruin — which 
we  have  brought  on  ourselves.  It  is  not 
caused  by  a  foreign  people  among  us,  but 
of  our  own  colour,  our  own  land,  and  who 
spoke  our  tongue.  They  arose  against  us, 
to  destroy  us!  and  we  could  not  help  our- 1 
selves.  We  called  on  three  brothers,! 
(Cherokees,  Cbickasaws,  and  Choctaws,) 
to  help;  but  tlieydidnot  come.  We  then 
calle<l  on  Colonel  Hawkins  for  our  white 
friends  anti  brothers  to  help,  and  you  came ! 
You  have  seen  our  red  and  white  brothers 
mix  their  blood  in  battle.  Y^on  have  risk¬ 
ed  your  own  life  for  us,  a lut  come  here; 
and  here  we  meet!  You  have  saved  my 
life;  ant!  I  am  thankful  for  it.  We  have 
put  our  heatis  together,  and  counselled  on 
it,and  have  come  to  one  opinion  about  it, and 
what  we  sliould  <!t>.  We  the  Creek  nation, 
give  you. three  miles  square  of  land,  to’be 
chosen  where  you  like,  from  that  we  are 
going  to  give  up.  We  wish  you  to  take  it 
where  you  like,  and  us  near  us  as  you  can, 
as,  if  we  have  need  of  you,  3'ou  will  be 
near  to  aid  ami  atlvlse  us. 

“We  give  you  this  in  remembrance  of 
the  important  services  you  have  done  us, 
and  as  a  token  of  the  gratitude  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

^  •*  There  is  a  man  near  ymi,  colonel  Haw¬ 
kins  :  the  same  we  give  hun,  three  miles 
square.  He  has  been  long  among  us — 
heijnng  of  us.  and  doing  good  for  our  nation, 
nnd  is  their  friend.  He  and  1  met  at  Cole¬ 
raine,  end  were  young  men — and  are  now 
old.  His  children  are  bom  in  our  land. 
He  13  to  select  his  land  we  give,  where  he 
^iioosea  oa  Jhe  tand  we  are  about  to  ^glve 


up,  and  to  sit  down  on  it ;  and  if  he  dies, 
his  children  will  have  a  place  to  live  on. 
We  do  this  as  a  token  of  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation. 

“  There  is  standing  by  you  George  May- 
field,  a  white  man,  raised  in  our  land,  a 
good  and  true  man — an  interprefer:  We 
give  him  one  mile  square  of  land  near  you, 
that  you  may  have  an  interpreter  at  hand, 
if  we  have  need  of  you,  to  talk  with  you. 

“  Here  is  our  old  inteqneter,  thirty  years 
in  our  service,  Alexander  Cornells;  We 
give  him  one  mile  square  of  land,  to  sit  down 
on,  w  here  he  selects,  and  near  colonel  Haw¬ 
kins,  that  he  may  continue  his  usefulness 
to  us.” 

General  Jackson  replied — He  should  ac¬ 
cept  of  this  national  mark  of  their  regard 
for  him,  if  approved  of  by  the  President ; 
ami  he,  the  President,  might,  if  he  would, 
appropriate  its  value  to  aid  in  clothing  their 
nnked  women  and  children.  He  was  well 
pleasc'tl  they  had  noliced  their  old  friend 
Col.  Hawkins,  and  his  children,  l)orn  among 
them ;  and  their  conduct  on  this  head  to¬ 
wards  him  and  theini  was  much  to  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  nation. 

Col.  Hawkins  replied — 1  have  been  long 
I  among  you,  and  grey  in  your  service:  1 
sh  ill  not  much  longer  be  your  agent.  You 
all  know  me,  that  when  applied  to  by  red, 
white,  or  black,  I  looked  not  to  coloinr,  but 
to  the  justice  of  the  claim.  1  shall  continue 
to  be  friendly  and  useful  to  you  while  1 
live:  and  my  children,  born  among  you^ 
will  be  so  brought  up  as  to  do  the  same.  1 
accept  your  present,  and  1  esteem  It  the 
more  highly,  by  the  manner  of  bestowing  it, 
as  it  resulted  from  the  impulse  of  your  own 
minds,  and  not  from  any  ialinialion  from 
the  general  or  me. 

8  P.  M. — This  evening,  the  chiefs  ex¬ 
pressed  to  Col.  Uaw'kins,  Hiey  dii  not  grve 
to  general  Jackson  the  land  to-day  to  give 
it  back  to  them  in  clothing  and  other  things ; 
they  want  him  to  live  on  it,  and  when  be 
is  gone  (dead)  his  family  may  have  it ;  ana 
it  may  always  be  known  what  the  nation 
gave  it  to  him  for.  'Phey  say  in  the  in¬ 
strument  to  convey  their  intentions,  ex¬ 
pressed  this  day,  it  must  be  plainly  expres¬ 
sed  w’hich  are  the  town’s  masters  of  the 
land ;  that  they  have  been  uniformly  friend¬ 
ly  to  the  United  States,  and  faithful  to  their 
engagements  in  iwace  and  war;  that  th^y 
consider  the  exiendiog  the  line  through 
their  lands  in  the  Lower  Creeks,  as  taking 
from  them  more  than  the  equivalent  offered| 


THE  EXAMINER. 


144 

BDcl  they  bave  claUns  which  should  be  at¬ 
tended  to;  but  as  the  general  has  oo  {rowers 
about  them,  they  wilt  sign  the  line  with 
him,  it  being  demarKied  by  him  and  advised 
b>  tln*ir  friend,  Col.  Hawkins.  Mrs.  Haw¬ 
kins  must  be  put  in  with  her  children,  as 
she  had  much  trouble  to  leach  the  Indians 
.to  spin  and  weave. 

The  instrument  of  conveyance  was 
^tiirawn  acc^ordingly,  under  the  interpreta- 
:ticn  of  nr.  Cornells  and  major  M'lntush, 
■cccjmander  of  Cowetau. 

BENJAMIN  HAWKINS. 

Aiccnt  for  L  A, 

Dft  ‘Wp,  the  undersigned  chiefs 

thu  Creek  n^ition,  now  assembled  at  the 
'treaty  held  between  the  friendly  and  hos- 
tHevIS-dians,  of  the  one  part,  and  major-gen¬ 
eral  Andrev/  Jackson,  for  the  United 
Statos,  on  the  other  part,  m^ike  known  to 
nit  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Cussetnu 
and  Cow  elan  are  the  head  towns  of  the 
Creeks,  and  with  Zookauhalchee  and  Oo- 
sooche,  the  owners  of  the  Creek  lands,  and 
'  call  ourselves,  as  we  are,  masters  of  the 
land;  we  have  adhered  faithfully,  in  peace 
and  war,  to  our  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
United  Stales.  Finding  that  General  Jack- 
•Bon,  in  drawing  the  lines  around  our  coun¬ 
try,  to  retain  as  much  of  that  conqueretl 
from  the  hostile  Indians  as  he  deemed  just, 
found  it  necessary  for  political  motives  and 
purposes,  to  run  a  line  from  Ofuchee  through 
our  laniis,  which  commences  on  the  divid 
ing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Upper 
am!  Lower  Crt  eks  to  Chattahochee,  and 
thence  eastw'ardly  to  the  boundary  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  within  which  there  is  a  great  quantity 
of  lands  actually  our  properly,  for  which  he, 
as  an  equivalent,  leaves  to  the  conquered 
Indians  lands  between  Coosa  and  Zalla- 
poosa,  we  do  not  deem  the  exchange  as  an 
equivalent ;  il  shall  not,  however,  inter- ! 
fere'wtth  the  running  the  line,  as  we  rely  j 
on  the  justice  of  the  United  States  to  cause ! 
justice  tp  be  done  us,  and  on  these  condi- 1 
tions—  i 

^We  request  that  Gf'neral  Pinckney’s  let¬ 
ter  cf  the  ^d  April  to  Col.  Hawkins,  and 
(he  answer  thereto  of  the  25th,  be  sent  on 
ffith  the  treaty,  which  we  will  sign  after 
deliver!^  this  Instrument. 

lit.  Mfishing  to  give  a  national  mark  of 
grai^ude  to  Mafor-Gen.  Andrew  Jackson 
for  his  distinguished  services  rendered  us 
at  the  head  of  the  army  from  Tennessee, 
\fe  give  and  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs  for 
erar,  three  miles  square  of  land,  at  such 


.  place  as  be  may  select  out  of  the  retained 

luildB. 

2dly.  Our  nation  fee!  under  obiigations 
to  Col.  Benjamin  Hawkins  our  agent,  and 
to  Mrs.  Lavini  •  Hawkins,  his  wife,  for  the 
unwearied  pains  they  have  both  of  them 
for  a  long  time  taken,  to  introduce  the  plan 
of  civilization  among  us,  and  to  be  useful  to 
us;  and  as  their  children  are  born  in  our 
land,  we,  as  a  token  of  gratitude,  give  and 
grant  to  Col.  Hawkins,  for  himself,  his  wife 
and  children,  three  miles  square  of  lend,  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  to  be  locate  in 
such  part  of  the  retained  lands  as  Col.llaw* 
kins  may  select,  in  one  tract,  or  surveys  of 
one  mile  square  each. 

3dly.  Wegi\eto  George  Mayfield,  an 
interjireter  with  Gen.  Jackson, a  while  man 
raised  in  our  land,  one  mile  square  of  land, 
where  he  may  select,  as  a  mark  of  our  res¬ 
pect  for  bis  honesty  and  usefulness  to  us  as 
interpreter. 

4lh  and  lastly,  We  give  and  grant  to 
Alexander  Cornells,  a  lialf  breed,  our  old 
and  faithful  interprcler,  who  has  long  been 
in  the  public  service,  one  mile  square  of 
land,  at  ids  option,  to  be  located  by  him. 

We  finally  request  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States  will  ratify  the  forego¬ 
ing  acts  of  national  gratitude,  and  by  suita¬ 
ble  deeds  of  conveyance,  to  enable  the  par¬ 
ties  to  receive  and  hold  the  said  lands  a- 
greeable  to  our  intentions,  as  herein  ex¬ 
pressed. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  treaty 
ground  at  Fort  Jackson,  9th  August,  1814. 

Tustiinnuggee  'I'hlncco,  {speaker  of  the  nation 
I  of  Upper  Creeks, 

I  Micco  Aiipocgaii,  of  Tookaulxitche,  speaker 
I  of  the  nation  of  Upper  Creeks, 

I  Tnstiinnnggee  Ilopoie,  speaker  of  lire  Low  er 

Creeks, 

Micco  Auchule,of  Cow'etaw, 

‘  William  M‘Intosh,  major  of  Cowetaw, 

I  Tuskeenehaw,  of  Cussetaw', 

I  Faw  Eraantia,  of  Ciissetaw, 

Tookanbateb^  Tusttinnuggee,  of  Ilitcbet  ee, 

[  Noble  Kinnard,  of  Hitchotie. 

Hopoie  Hiitker,  of  Secuweoglo, 

Hohoiee  Yoliolo  Secuw’oogolo, 

Fullawpan  Haija,  of  EuSiulaw,  on  Chatta¬ 
hoochee, 

Packee  Haigo,  of  Anpanlaucboolc, 

Timpoijer  Bernard,  oeptainof  Uebees,  lichee 
Micco. 

IN  PRESENCE  OF 

.1.  C.  Warren,  assistant  agent  for  Indian  afiFaiffr 
Keturn  J.  Meigs,  agent  for  Creek  nation, 
Robert  Butler,  adjutant  general^ 

Alexander  Mayfield,) 

Alexander  Cornells,  s  Pablie  Intf  rpreirri; 
George  Lovell,  y 


